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Take Action Now

he church is the rightful place to organize effective HIV interventions because it is the right place where people go to find

love and comfort however the lack of understanding about sexual health issues such as HIV due to the negative traditional
religious interpretations of the HIV condition has given room for stigma and discrimination to operate in the church therefore
making it difficult for the church to entertain HIV interventions that give support to people who are living with HIV and their
families. “Take Action Now” is a module developed to challenge the unfortunate attitude of stigma and discrimination being
practiced in the church against people who are living with HIV. First of all, Pastors and leaders are consulted because they
hold the keys to the doors of the church. This enables discussions about HIV and sexual health issues in the church to flow
positively without much difficulty. After they have bought into the importance of addressing HIV intervention in the church,
then direct training for leaders in the church can then be organized. This training is necessary because it enables the leadership
of the churches to acquire the knowledge about HIV in its rightful context and helps them to also acquire the skills to counsel
members of their congregation with facts. Secondly, Pastors and church leaders are taught how to use key bits of scriptures that
demonstrate compassion as an alternative to those that are used against people who are HIV positive. Through the Take Action
Now module free and confidential HIV testing centers are being opened in churches for the first time in Africa and across the
UK saving many lives and giving thousands of those diagnosed as having HIV the needed treatment, care and support.
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