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Marine litter is a global concern, affecting all oceans and seas of the world. Every year, millions and millions of tonnes
of litter end up in the coastal and marine environment worldwide, resulting in environmental, economic, health and
safety impacts. The Durres county has a coastline of some 62 km along the Adriatic Sea, extending from Lalzi Bay till the area
of Golem. The abundance, composition and sources of marine litter were determined on beaches in the eight sites located at
the Bay of Durres and in two sites located in the protected area of the Lalzi Bay. All surveys performed followed the approach
described by the EU MSED TG10 “Guidance on Monitoring of Marine Litter in European Seas”. A total of 3326 marine litter
items was recorded, removed and classified during April 2018. 10 beach transects were surveyed, covering 24000 m2 and
extending over 1000 m of coastline. The average beach litter density of 0.1365 items/m2 (average: 136 items/100m; range: 40-
295 items/100m) was found within this study for the Durres Bay and the Lalzi Bay. The beaches investigated varied in terms
of human-induced pressures, with their majority classified either as urban, semi-urban or semi-rural. The majority of marine
litter items were artificial polymer materials accounting for 64.8% of all beach litter. The most abundant item was G208 (Glass
or ceramic fragments >2.5cm) with 19.7%, followed by G27 (Cigarette butts and filters) with 17.9%. Litter from shoreline
sources including poor waste management practices, tourism and recreational activities accounted for 64.5% of total litter
items collected on all sites, while fly-tipping accounted for 20.8%of total litter items. When looking at the sea-based sources
of litter (fisheries and aquaculture, shipping) these accounted for 0.8% of total litter items on all beach locations. The beach
cleanliness of the surveyed locations was assessed through the Clean Coast Index.
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