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Background: Standardized Nursing Terminologies apprise the nursing care provided and facilitate clinical research and education.
Aim: To identify strengths and weaknesses of standardized nursing terminologies used in electronic health records.

Methods: A literature review was conducted. Studies were retrieved from: PubMed, Cochrane Library, CINAHL, Cuiden, Scopus, and ISI
Web of Knowledge. The search strategy included articles in English, French, Portuguese and Spanish published between 2002 and 2016
focusing on standardized nursing terminologies most frequently used in electronic nursing records.

Findings: NANDA/NIC/NOC and ICNP were the Standardized Nursing Terminology most frequently used. The use of Standardized Nursing
Terminology allows to make comparisons between nursing records sharing the same terminologies. Sometimes the standard terminology
was not sufficiently understood by nurses and therefore it could not be efficiently used, at some extent, hindering nursing continuity care.

Discussion: Standardized nursing terminologies had a strong impact on information quality, process quality and efficiency, but not on
patients or professionals.

Conclusion: nurses must know why they are using a particular standardized terminology is beneficial or detrimental for patients, nursing
knowledge or for themselves.

Table 1. Strengths and weaknesse
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