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The protein energy wasting (PEW) is a real and unavoidable threat in 
patients affected by advanced chronic kidney failure (CKD3-5) but 

above all patients undergoing dialysis (CKD5D). The report discusses the 
classification of PEW and about the triggering causes and its maintenance 
and/or worsening. Almost all the CKD3-5 show one or more signs of PEW due 
to inflammation and retention of toxic molecules that produces malnutrition 
and speeds up the progression of renal failure towards dialysis treatment. 
Furthermore, it exposes patients to all the worst comorbidities. In CKD5D 
patients the situation is even worse because the uremic inflammation is 
magnified by dialysis and especially hemodialysis. This report illustrates 
the most recent findings from literature and from many years of personal 
experience. Recently, after being forgotten for a decade, the importance of 
two determining factors for PEW is emerging: the loss of useful substances 
with dialysis such as amino acids even in the amount of about 1 kg per year, 
both essential and non-essential that branched chain types. This translates 
into a sure loss of fat mass but above all lean mass (muscles) with serious 
impairment of patients’ autonomy and quality of life if they is not lucky to 
receive a kidney transplantation in a short time. The other new strand is the 
now consolidated and proven impairment of intestinal microbiota by uremia. 
Therefore, international and personal experiences are reported to remedy 
and slow down the inexorable steps of PEW towards cachexia.
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