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In 2014 I proposed to start a project of a new approach to 
archeology and stratigraphical excavation as a research method in 
Cortona (AR) thanks to experimental and simulative archaeology. 
The idea is to understand if it is possible to investigate our 
contemporary society through material culture and our methods 
of study like stratigraphical research and excavation. If, during 
an excavation, we can find a context of objects in different raw 
materials, and these ones show us a general reading of the 
circumstances why those findings are in such environment, we 
are in the right direction. And of course we the chance to know 
that context in advance because it is contemporary and therefore 
already acquired by direct knowledge. Then we can directly check 
the veracity of the conclusions of our archaeological research. 
The same if we collect a series of objects of the same category 
and make a classification of them in a typological catalog, will 
they tell us the truth? Moreover, this “experiment” would finally 
confirm the scientific nature of archaeological research.

Finally in 2018, to achieve this test we have set up at Parco 
archeologico Del Sodo in Cortona (AR) an experimental 
archaeological field where to dig contemporary layers.  A first 
group used some students of secondary school involved in a 
simulated excavation lesson, to verify which kind of situation, 
stratigraphy and objects we could find and then to draw 
conclusions to proceed further. The results were so interesting 
to encourage us to continue on this direction and to expand our 
investigation on several fronts. Another group will be engaged in 
the classification of some classes of materials, such as bottles, to 
try to define a cultural aspect of the contemporaneity.
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