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The study of artefacts is at the core of many disciplines 
concerned with the study of multiple interactions between 

people and things. Over the past decades, disciplines as 
diverse as archaeology, sociology, anthropology, arts and cultures 
(and histories of) as well as materials science or industrial 
design, have all been concerned with the lives of objects, their 
production, use, circulation and meanings amongst people and 
societies in the past and in the resent (and not so much in the 
future). The first part of this talk will provide a brief overview 
of the main theoretical and methodological approaches that 
have been crucial in shaping our disciplinary understanding 
of artefacts over the past few decades. The second part is 
exploring answers to two crucial questions. Firstly: does age 
matter? In other words: are archaeological objects a bit more 
special? And secondly: who owns or should own artefacts 
and artefact collections? The third, and final, part of the 
presentation will look at issues relating to the future of artefact 
collections.
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