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Sardinia is characterized by unique features which confer on it
a charm that few other regions in the world possess. Certainly
the most important is the presence of the Nuraghi, clear evidence
of an evolved and organized people. Over 7,000 and perhaps as
many as 10,000 Nuraghi of different forms and complexity are
scattered across Sardinia, dating back to the second millennium
BC. They tell of a pragmatic people, expert in building futuristic
structures, in hydro-geological research and in territorial planning,
on with particular attention also devoted to artistic aspects, and
with customs and traditions which are not yet fully understood. A
particular example comes from a micro-region called Sinis where
the presence of Nuraghi exceeds two per square kilometer and
where about 45 years ago a necropolis was discovered, with aligned
well-tombs covered with slabs and. A parallel sacred road and giant
stone sculptures were also found. After a few days of excavations
carried out over a period of five years, the searches were hastily
interrupted. Only four years ago the research was resumed
by the Universities of Cagliari and Sassari, both geophysical
surveys and archaeological digs. The task of finding out what the
necropolis was linked to and its extent was made possible with
the application of advanced geophysical methods. Above all the
use of a multichannel Georadar, but also of aerial photos, thermal
surveys from aerostats, rapid electrical survey and 3D ERT allowed
us to explore a vast area and therefore to understand the extent
and perhaps the meaning of some “digital” structures. Moreover,
integration with the data of an aerial laser scanner has enabled us
to create a system of visualization of dense geophysical data which
enables us to attribute archaeological identity to the anomalies
identified. In this way it is now possible to travel within the subsoil
to discover the way of life of this almost unknown civilization.
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