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Pharmacognostic standardization of Crassocephalum
crepidioides (Benth.) S. Moore: An antipyretic leaf drug

C L Ringmichon
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Crassocephalum crepidioides (Benth.) S. Moore belongs
to the family Asteraceae. The herb is commonly known
as “Preitharpu” by the locals of Manipur. It has been used as
a folklore medicine. The fleshy leaves and stems are eaten
as a vegetable in Manipur. The leaf juice is used on cuts and
bruises to prevent bleeding and for relief from fever, pain
and stomach disorders, etc. The current investigation deals
with the Pharmacognostic standardization of the said leaf
drug. The parameters used are macroscopic, microscopic,
histochemistry, preliminary phytochemical screening,
physicochemical studies, powder study and fluorescence
analysis. The diagnostic characters of leaves are presence
of anomocytic stomata, uniseriate multicelled trichomes,
fibers with distinct lumen, annular type of vessels, single
layer palisade tissue, prism shaped calcium oxalate crystals
and tannin filled cells. Physicochemical studies revealed
total ash (17.47%), acid insoluble ash (0.65%), water
soluble ash (14.8%), water soluble extractive (13.77%),
alcohol soluble extractive (2.64%) and chloroform soluble
extractive (4.29%). These parameters will help in laying the
pharmacopeial standards to authenticate the leaf drug.
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