6" Edition of International Conference on

Pharmacognosy and
Medicinal Plants

FuroSciCon!

April 16-17, 2018
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Ali Hikmet Merigli et al., Am J Ethnomed 2018, Volume 5
DOI: 10.21767/2348-9502-C1-006

INVESTIGATIONS ON SOME MEDICAL PLANTS FROM NORTHERN CYPRUS

Ali Hikmet Merigli and Filiz Merigli
Near East University, Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

yprus is the third largest island of the Mediterranean Sea and

the point of the encounter of several different eco-systems.
Flora of Cyprus is represented with 1800 plants and 22 of them
are endemic plants in Northern Cyprus. Besides a rich plant
diversity, Cyprus is also very rich in cultural variation depend on
historical situations. The plant and cultural diversities in Cyprus
provide very rich traditional treatments and folk medicines. The
active principles of some medicinal plants growing wildly in
Northern Cyprus and their uses as sources of herbal medicinal
products have been investigated by our research group. Ceratonia
siliqua, Matricaria recutita, Prunus dulcis, and Thymus capitatus
are the widespread medicinal plants used traditionally in Northern
Cyprus. On the other hand, Mediterranean fever disease is a
serious health problem in the island and colchicine containing
medicinal plants are valued for treatment. Colchicum pusillum is

widespread in Northern Cyprus, the active principles of the bulbs
and aerial parts of C. pusillum are investigated. The anticancer
activity of the bulb extract is also determined. Our researches on
some medicinal plants from Northern Cyprus and their possibility

Figure 1: Colchicum pusillum Sieber (photos: by AH Mericli)
Matricaria recutita L.
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