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COLOMBIA
Pedro Medina

Yo creo en Colombia, Colombia

Statement of the Problem: In 1999 Colombia, the world’s most
biodiverse country per square meter and home of 2,400 plants
with medical properties, woke up with a picture in the front
page of all newspapers. This picture shattered the dream of all
Colombians that we were going to finish the year, the century, the
millennium in peace. The picture was f the empty seat — when
the headof the FARC, the oldest guerrilla group in the world,
stood up President Pastrana in the middle of the peace talks.
Two weeks later, the picture in the papers was of the earthquake
in the coffee zone. The rest of that year was shattered dreams
and earthquakes for Colombia. That year we had 80% of the
kidnappings in the world. 55% of the terrorist acts in the world
happened in Colombia that year. 400,000 Colombians, 1% of the
population, left the country. There was a graffiti on the way to
the airport which read - “will the last one to leave, please turn off
the lights”. That year, our economy plummeted. For the first time
in written economic history, our GNP decreased - 4.3%. 1,200
companies went bust and Colombia’s best humorist, Jaime
Garzon, was shot to death. While all this was happening, | was
running McDonald’s and teaching a business strategy class.

| asked my 39 students - “which of you sees yourself in Colombia
in 5years?” Only 12 raised their hands. Unable to sell Colombia to
my students, | was perplexed.| then understood that the stories
of success which we were told were almost always, foreign. And
the local stories were incredibly vivid and terrifying. | realized we
lacked local positive models, reasons to be proud, examples,
sources of inspiration. One of them is pharmacopsy and how we
leverage our biodiversity.
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