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Description
In the ever-evolving landscape of cell science, the quest for 

deeper insights into cellular structures and functions has been 
fueled by advancements in microscopy techniques. Over the 
years, researchers have strived to push the boundaries of spatial 
resolution, seeking to unravel the mysteries hidden within cells 
at scales previously unimaginable. The culmination of these 
efforts has led to the development of cutting-edge microscopy 
techniques capable of probing cellular structures with 
unprecedented precision, offering new avenues for exploration 
and discovery. One such technique that has garnered significant 
attention is particle beam miniature tomography. This innovative 
approach combines particle-induced X-ray emission tomography 
with scanning transmission particle microscopy tomography, 
enabling researchers to obtain quantitative data on cellular 
structures with remarkable accuracy. By harnessing the power of 
X-ray emissions and sophisticated imaging technology, particle 
beam miniature tomography provides researchers with a 
window into the intricate world of cellular architecture. 
However, despite the promise of particle beam miniature 
tomography, its widespread adoption has been hindered by the 
lack of suitable data reduction software. The complexity of the 
data generated by this technique presents a significant 
challenge, requiring advanced algorithms and computational 
methods for analysis. To address this challenge, researchers have 
embarked on a quest to develop robust reconstruction codes 
capable of effectively processing and interpreting the wealth of 
information provided by particle beam miniature tomography.

Miniature tomography
At the forefront of this endeavor is the DISRA simulation, a 

powerful tool that has revolutionized the analysis of particle 
beam miniature tomography data. Developed with precision and 
accuracy in mind, the DISRA simulation offers researchers a 
means to correct for X-ray yield attenuation and other artifacts, 
ensuring that the data obtained from particle beam miniature 
tomography experiments is both reliable and meaningful. Its 
effectiveness has been demonstrated in numerous studies, 
earning it widespread acclaim and adoption within the scientific 
community. Leading research institutions, including the College 
of Surrey and the University of Leipzig, have embraced the

DISRA simulation as a cornerstone of their quantitative imaging
efforts. Its ability to provide accurate and reproducible results
has made it indispensable for researchers seeking to delve
deeper into the intricacies of cellular structures. From the
analysis of isolated human cancer cells to the study of complex
biological phenomena, the DISRA simulation has proven its
worth time and time again. The journey towards unlocking the
full potential of particle beam miniature tomography has not
been without its challenges. Early experiments conducted at the
Centre d'Études Nucléaires de Bordeaux Gradignan (CENBG)
revealed the pressing need for robust reconstruction codes
capable of handling the complexities of cellular imaging.

Reduction techniques
In the absence of suitable software, researchers were forced

to rely on simplified algorithms, resulting in qualitative rather
than quantitative analyses. However, recent advancements have
paved the way for more comprehensive data reduction
techniques, enabling researchers to extract valuable insights
from particle beam miniature tomography data. The
development of the CENBG version of DISRA represents a
significant milestone in this journey, providing researchers with a
powerful tool for the reconstruction of isolated PIXET slices. This
innovative software package promises to revolutionize the
analysis of cell samples, offering researchers unprecedented
insights into cellular structures and dynamics. Despite these
advancements, challenges remain on the horizon. The prolonged
duration of particle beam miniature tomography experiments
and the resulting damage to delicate samples present significant
hurdles that must be overcome. To address these challenges,
researchers have extended the DISRA code to accommodate
isolated PIXET slices, taking into account the sample structure
and mass density provided by 3D scanning transmission particle
microscopy tomography. Beyond the realm of Cell Science, the
advancements in microscopy techniques hold great promise for
a wide range of disciplines. From materials science to medical
research, the ability to probe cellular structures with
unprecedented precision offers new opportunities for
exploration and discovery. Microfabricated tools, such as those
utilizing nanopores or Atomic Force Microscopy, provide
researchers with unparalleled sensitivity and precision, enabling
them to explore the intricate workings of biological systems with
unprecedented detail. In conclusion, the ongoing advancements
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in microscopy techniques represent a paradigm shift in Cell
Science research. With the development of robust
reconstruction codes and the integration of advanced imaging
technologies, researchers are poised to unlock new insights into
cellular structures and functions, paving the way for

groundbreaking discoveries and advancements in scientific
knowledge. As we continue to unravel the mysteries of the
microscopic world, the possibilities for discovery are truly
limitless.
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