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Representation of female neurosurgeons

MCPHS University

Female neurosurgeon representation has increased, but women still represent only 8.4% of neurosurgeons in the US. Women
are significantly underrepresented as authors in neurosurgical and spine journals, a key indicator of professional success in
academic medicine. In this study, the authors aimed to assess the gender diversity of first and last authors of accepted abstracts
at neurosurgical conferences in 2015 and 2019.

Annual meeting abstracts for 2015 and 2019 of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS), Congress of
Neurological Surgeons (CNS), and pediatrics, spine, stereotactic and functional surgery, and cerebrovascular AANS/CNS
subspecialty sections were obtained and analyzed for gender. Partial data were obtained for tumor and pain sections.
Composite gender data were obtained from the societies. Percentage differences were calculated using comparison of
proportions testing.
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