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Editorial
Cancer is one of the leading causes of mortality in the world

and is increasing every year, as of 2017, 600920 deaths due to
cancer were reported in the United States [1,2]. So, it is
necessary to prognosticate these diseases.

Some simple parameters, automatically reported by
laboratory blood analyzers, can have multiple clinical
applications; for example, Red cell distribution width (RDW) is
regularly evaluated as part of a complete blood count (CBC) for
collecting information from circulatory evaluations. RDW
represents the abnormal survival of red blood cells and it has a
high negative predictive value (NPV) to diagnose all types of
disorders; it may be useful to evaluate the short-term and
long-term prognosis. Recently, RDW has been widely
recognized to have an important role in carcinogenesis, tumor
progression, and prognosis [3,4]. RDW has been reported as an
inflammatory marker for systemic inflammatory response in
many diseases. This parameter has been studied as a
prognostic factor and an indicator of disease activity in many
malignancies; these studies are mainly conducted in
cardiovascular diseases and have been studied in very low
hematological diseases.

In hematological malignancies such as chronic myelogenous
leukemia (CML) who some patients have unfavorable
prognosis after treatment and it is extremely variable. Many
prognostic factors are used to predict clinical outcome to date
treatment response indicated by cytogenic or molecular
evaluation.

There have been few but valuable studies in this regard.
Zack et al. concluded in their study that RDW increases in hairy
cell leukemia (HCL), which is related to the activity of the
disease and becomes normal after treatment. In a study,
examined the significance of RDW in patients with CML that an
important role in the classification of patients to predict the
responses and treatment outcomes; In fact, the RDW value in
CML patients is higher than normal in most cases, it may
predict the treatment response, this type of classification
facilitates the planning of treatment [5]. Along with the studies
that confirmed a significant association between RDW and an

increased risk of cancer and hematology, a study showed that
RDW is stable and does not represent time-prognosis [6].

Though in previous studies relationship between elevated
RDW and mortality has been reported in several contexts but
in a study by Rafsanjani et al., there was a different outcome in
which there was no relationship between the RDW level and
the rate of mortality and relapse in pediatric patients [7]. On
the other hand, Increasing RDW by age is a true biomarker of
inflammatory and age-related diseases and is a major
predictor of mortality [8]. That could be the reason for this
difference; this connection should be further investigated in
the future.

Investigating the relationship between RDW and mutations,
changes in telomere length and prognosis of patients may
provide a new insight into the treatment of CML. It’s suggested
that in the future, the findings should be considered in larger
groups, and in different treatment categories. It seems to be
helpful enter RDW parameter in the routine checkup tests list
for the physician in the diagnosis and treatment of disease.
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