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Abstract
The analysis of medicinal plants has had a long history, and especially with regard to assessing a plant’s quality. The first
techniques were organoleptic using the physical senses of taste, smell, and appearance. Then gradually these led on to
more advanced instrumental techniques. Though different countries have their own traditional medicines China currently
leads the way in terms of the number of publications focused on medicinal plant analysis and number of inclusions in
their Pharmacopoeia. The analysis of medicinal plants has had a long history, and especially with regard to assessing a
plant’s quality. The first techniques were organoleptic using the physical senses of taste, smell, and appearance. Then
gradually these led on to more advanced instrumental techniques. Though different countries have their own traditional
medicines China currently leads the way in terms of the number of publications focused on medicinal plant analysis and
number of inclusions in their Pharmacopoeia Refinements in technology have resulted in the ability to analyze and
categorize plants effectively and be able to detect contaminants and adulterants occurring at very lowlevels..
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