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Abstarct

What is remained of pharmaceutical knowledge 
from past centuries is discrete and discontinuous; 
however, footprints of main concept, essence and 
patients instructions of drugs can be found in Islamic 
medical references, which were whether translated, 
edited or compiled. Medicaments’ spectrum consists 
of Healers, Poisons, Antidotes and Placebos. This 
classification changed due to translation of medical 
books from other languages to Arabic and compi-
lation of more books in this field. This new classifi-
cation was based on the origin of the drug; plant-
based, mineral-based and animal-based processed 
or unprocessed drugs. This method led to separation 
of knowledge of pharmacy from medicine, which 
was later parted itself to pharmacology and phar-
maceutics. Therefore, the aim goal of this article is 
to discuss the concept and classification of drugs in 
different periods of time from ancient era until phar-
macy age in Golden Age of knowledge in Islamic civ-
ilization.

Keyword: History of Pharmacy, History of Medical 
Sciences, Islamic Pharmacy, Drug Classifications.

Biography:

Hamed Ahansazan has achieved a BSc degree in hos-
pital management from Qazvin University of medical 
sciences, Qazvin, Iran and an MSc degree in history 
of medical sciences from Shahid Beheshti University 
of medical sciences, Tehran, Iran. He currently works 
in a knowledge-based company at school of Persian 
medicine, Tehran university of Medical sciences, 
Tehran, Iran. He has been studying and researching 
about the history of pharmacy in Iran and Iran’s re-
lations to other civilizations in the ancient period. 
Hamed has also been cooperating with the depart-
ment of history of medical sciences of Iranian Acade-
my of medical sciences, since 2018.

Publications of speakers

1. Forhan, Adolf. Zur Quellenkunde der Persischen 
Medizin. Leipig: Verlag von Johann Ambrosius 
Barth, 1910. 

2. Sezgin, Fuat. Science and Technology in Islam. 
Institut für Geschichte der Arabisch-Islamischen 
Wissenschaften an der Johann Wolfgang 
Goethe-Universität, 2011. 

3. Azkaei, Parviz. Fehrest ma-qabl Fehrest. Mash-
had: Behnashr.1997.

Concept of Drug and its classification from ancient period until pharmacy age in Golden age 
of knowledge in Islamic civilization
Hamed Ahansazan1, Niusha Esmaealzadeh1, Reyhane Ahansazan1

1Tehran University of Medical Sciences, School of Persian Medicine, Tehran, Iran.


