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Editorial

It is no doubt that the Zika virus (ZIKV) infection is a big
global problem in the present day. The infection is due to
mosquito vector transmission. Nevertheless, there are many
newly reported modes of transmission including to sexual
contact and blood transfusion. The great concern is on the
transplantation which is the hope for the management of
many diseases (such as organ failure and cancer). There are
many viruses that can be transmitted via solid organ
transplantation. The recent report on ZIKV infection and organ
transplantation is very interesting [1]. Nogueira et al. reported
the first series of “ZIKV infection in renal and liver recipients
presented without rash, conjunctivitis, or neurological
symptoms, and with abnormal graft  function,
thrombocytopenia, and bacterial super infection” [1]. In fact,
the possibility that ZIKV might be transmitted via solid organ
transplantation is an interesting issue in transplantation
medicine. Referring to a similar arboviral infection, dengue [2],
the possibility of ZIKV transmission by organ transplantation
can be expected. Nevertheless, the occurrence of ZIKV
infection in organ recipients might be due to other causes. The
possible causes of infection might be a) contaminated blood

and blood products that is used during transplantation
procedure and b) mosquito bite during hospitalization. The
chance of ZIKV infection by blood transfusion is confirmed and
there is still no routine process for blood bank screening [3].
Focusing on mosquito bite, the existence of mosquito vector in
hospital in confirmed [4]. Although the ZIKV might or might
not be transmittable via solid organ transplantation, the
concern on the possibility is needed and the prevention on the
known modes of transmissions for the patients undergoing the
solid organ transplantation is very important.
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